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Cast out your nets!  The Lord will fill them!

I.  Cast your nets into the waters of his Word

II.   Cast your nets into the waters of the world

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias (that is, the Sea of Galilee). It happened this way:  2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together.  3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. 6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water.  8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards.  9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn.  12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord.  13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish.  14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

There’s a movie scene of two men, Tommy and Richard, arguing as they drive down a country road, not paying attention to the road ahead.  Neither of the men sees the deer that walks onto the highway.  Richard slams on the breaks.  Unfortunately the car strikes the deer and the deer topples over.  Tommy and Richard stand over the deer, weeping, wondering what to do.  The next scene depicts the two back in the car, driving down the road with the deer in the backseat.  As they continue arguing the deer suddenly snorts and wakes up.  Richard and Tommy slowly turn around and look at the deer, the deer looks at them and they all scream.  Richard and Tommy jump out of the car.  The deer goes wild, trashing the seats, punching holes in all of the windows, ripping up the convertible top.  Finally free, the deer looks at them and trots off into the woods.  Richard stands with his mouth open.  He cannot believe what just happened to his perfectly restored GTO convertible.  Tommy stands with a huge smile on his face and says, “That….was….awesome!”  

You’ve all seen awe inspiring, powerful sights that move you to say, “That was awesome!”  The power of Niagara Falls, the awe inspiring Grand Canyon, the beauty and majesty of the Alps, the Thunder over Louisville, the firepower of an Apache Helicopter, the strength of an M1A1 Abrams tank.  This morning we also stand with mouths open and exclaim, “That was awesome!”  We witnessed the power of our Risen Lord Jesus as he performs an amazing miracle for his disciples.  He told them to cast their nets into the water and promised them, “You will catch fish.”  As we study this portion of Scripture from St. John the Risen Lord also encourages us, “Cast out your nets!”  And when we do we will exclaim, “That was awesome!”  For the Lord will fill those nets!   

I.  Cast your nets into the waters of his Word

Have you ever traveled somewhere or been engaged in some activity and you suddenly stopped and said to yourself, “I’ve been here before.  I’ve seen this before.”  I can’t help but wonder if the disciples had the same overwhelming sense of déjà vu in our story this morning.  We have to go back in time, three years ago, the same disciples were on those same shores of Galilee, fixing and cleaning their fishing nets.  A teacher approaches Simon and asks if he can borrow his boat.  Such a large crowd had gathered Jesus needed a place from which to teach them.  After he had finished teaching Jesus told Simon and his companions to put out into deep water.  Simon and the others must have thought, “Who is this guy, Babe Winkelman?  Does he know more about fishing than we?  I don’t think so.  This is neither the time nor the place to catch fish.  What is more, we haven’t caught a thing all night!”  But, respectfully they listen to the Teacher’s words.  When these fishermen carried out the Teacher’s command they had such a large catch of fish that their nets began to break.  They signaled to their partners in another boat to come and help them, and when they did both boats began to sink there were so many fish.  
It is no wonder, as we heard from our story this morning, that the disciple whom Jesus loved, John, instantly recognized that this stranger on the beach was none other than the Lord Jesus.  With both of these awesome miracles Jesus was teaching his disciples a few lessons.  Soon the risen Lord Jesus would also be the ascended Lord Jesus.  He would withdraw his physical presence from them.  How would they deal with this?  They reacted to his death by locking themselves in a big room.  

Even more, after his ascension, the disciples would begin a ministry unlike anything they had untaken before, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8)  This would have a huge impact on the disciples.  How would they deal with this?  As they traveled the globe, teaching and preaching the good news of salvation, they would face persecutions, hardships and struggle emotionally.  When those times came he wanted them to cast their faith in his Word, to catch strength, courage, motivation from his Word.  
The Northridge Earthquake, the Red River flood, Katrina, Andrew, 9-11, Columbine, Virginia Tech...  I only need to say these names and immediately disturbing images flood your minds.  How well do you handle disaster?  The first four I mentioned are natural disasters and maybe you handle those ok, because you know that it is God who controls the wind and the waves, the land and the seas.  But the manmade disasters are harder to swallow.  When these disasters struck many folks questioned, “Where is God?  If he is so kind and loving why didn’t he stop this?”  Maybe this is a question that has been asked of you, or you yourself have wondered.  

But then you have your own personal disasters in your life.  You struggle with a particular sin, you can’t seem to steer clear of a specific temptation, emotions are weighing heavy on your heart right now, you are depressed, or you seem to be in a funk and can’t get out and you’re not sure what it is, you can’t sleep at night.  Your faith wavers and you wonder, “Where is God?”  Do you have trouble casting your nets into the water of Jesus’ Word, believing that he will sustain you through his Word?  He promises you that he will.  He promises you that his Word has the power to strengthen and sustain you.  Look at what he has done for you in the past.                     

First and foremost, Christ brought you to saving faith through his powerful Word.  You witnessed that this morning as parents brought their child to be baptized, where their little daughter had her sins washed away by the power of the Word connected with the water.  As Paul says in 1Corinthians 12:13, “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body.”  Baptism is a means of grace through which the Holy Spirit produced faith in your heart and made you a member of Christ’s Church.  Maybe you were brought to faith this same way, when your parents brought you to be baptized.  Do you see at what he has done for you in the past?  Maybe it was later on in life that someone shared God’s Word with you and showed you that you were a sinner and then pointed out that Jesus is your only Savior from sin.  Through that powerful message the Holy Spirit worked faith in your heart so that you now believe that Jesus is your Savior.  Do you see what the Lord has done for you in the past?  

Now, since he has brought you to believe that Jesus is your Savior, he asks you to cast your nets into the waters of his Word, and there to build up your faith and trust in him.  In his Word find the strength to overcome temptation, find humility to repent and turn from your sins, to find peace that will ease your conscience, to find rest beside the quiet waters of his Word.  

Cast your nets into the waters of his Word and you may find the answers to the question, “Where is God when evil things happen?  Why does he allow these things to happen?  Why do I suffer personal disasters happen to me?  What good can come of it?”  If you cast the nets of your faith into the waters of his Word you might pull up this passage from Isaiah 55:8,9, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD.  “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  He doesn’t always give us a clear answer, because he has his holy purposes in mind.  But he does promise you, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28)  Cast your nets into the waters of his Word.  He will fill them with good things from his Word.  

Not only has the Risen Lord Jesus promised to strengthen and supply your spiritual needs but also the spiritual needs of others.  The Lord wanted to teach his disciples another lesson with this miracle.  Remember back to the beginning of their ministry with Jesus?  After their first miraculous catch of fish Jesus told them, “You will be fishers of men.”  With this second catch of fish, Jesus was promising his disciples that he would bless their work as fishers of men.  Which of those disciples could have ever imagined the results of Peter’s sermon to the crowd in Jerusalem on Pentecost, just 10 days after Jesus’ ascension?  The sermon was very simple, read it today when you go home, it’s in Acts 2, simple law and gospel.  The Holy Spirit used the power of the Word of God through Peter’s speech to bring 3,000 converts in one day to the Church.  Jesus’ awesome miracle was teaching them to rely solely on his powerful Word.  He was asking them to cast their nets into the waters of the world and let his Word do the work.
I don’t know how many of you fish, but I’ll give you a fishing tip.  You don’t catch something on every cast.  You can even sit in your boat and your fish finder may be going berserk and still you will not have one little nibble.  So also when we cast the nets of God’s Word into the waters of the world, it won’t always be such a great catch of souls that we can’t pull the net into the boat.  But the Risen Lord does promise that he will bless our efforts.  He also reminds us to let the Word do its work.  Cast the net of his gospel into the waters of the world and let the power of the Word of the Risen One work on the hearts of lost souls as it did on yours.  The LORD says in Isaiah, “As the rain and snow come down from heaven and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my Word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” (55:10,11)  
There are so many folks in this community who need to have the net of the gospel cast into their waters.   You know these people.  You have that friend who needs to hear the Word of God, who is unchurched.  You know that family member, whether a child who has fallen away or a parent who is aging and doesn’t know where they are going to spend eternity, a coworker who likes to debate doctrine, a neighbor, an acquaintance,  Cast the net of the gospel into their waters.  How do you do that?  Share with them the very simple message that they, like you, are sinners, condemned to die for eternity.  Then share with them that Christ came to take their sin and yours on himself.  Read Isaiah 53 to them.  Or share 2Corinthians 5:21 God’s Great Exchange passage or John 3:16.  Then share with them that forgiveness of their sins and eternal life becomes theirs through faith and then read Ephesians 2.  Bring these lost souls to our Basics of the Bible class, where we share the basic message of the Bible, ask and answer the difficult questions, where we let the power of the Word fill that net.  
When we let down the net of the gospel into the waters of the world, and let the Word do its work, then we, with the disciples will say, “That was awesome!”  May God bless your fishing efforts as you cast the net of his Word into the waters of the world.  May the Holy Spirit strengthen you in your Christian life as you cast the net of your faith in the waters of his Word.  God grant it for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.  
